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PAGE 2 HIGHLIGHTS 

A 
s I write this, we are still about a week away from our first in-person 

gathering for worship since March 15. I think I’m as nervous about this 

upcoming Sunday as I was when I was leading a congregation for the first 

time as a newly ordained pastor. The way we are currently “doing/being” 

Church doesn’t at all resemble what we were doing 15 weeks ago. We’ve had to adjust, 

adapt, and learn as much as we could as quickly as we could. And we’ve done that…not 

always successfully or happily, but we’ve done it. 

A word of thanks is due here for the dedication and effort put forth by our staff and 

many volunteers. From DLM and other continuing outreach ministries, to our varied 

discipleship and education offerings, to those involved behind the scenes in managing 

the basic operations that keep the doors (somewhat) open, to Sunday morning worship 

leadership: these dedicated folks have kept us on task and on the mission. Thank you. 

And a word of thanks is also due to those whose support for our work has not failed. 

There are plenty of folks whose livelihood has been deeply affected by the economics of 

the pandemic. Accordingly, not everyone is able to financially contribute to the 

congregation to the extent they would like. That’s perfectly understandable. But others 

among us have continued to be generous. And as a result, we are able to continue to do 

the work God has called us to do in this place. Thank you. 

But…what’s next? 

Clearly the way we do ministry has changed, is changing, and will continue to change. 

Some of the trends evident in our culture prior to the pandemic (lower worship 

attendance, a greater dependence on digital means of connection) have been hastened 

along by our current situation. For the sake of our viability as an on-going mission, we 

must recognize the changed landscape in which we work. We will and we are taking 

steps that will allow us to do just that. 

But while the methods for our work have changed, the message has not. The very heart 

of our mission is the same: to be and to bear Christ in word and loving action to our 

neighbors, and to offer our lives to Christ by means so compelling that others will be 

called to join us. That mission has continued during the crisis, and will continue well 

into the future. Our work here is not yet complete. Bearing witness to the world around 

us is still who we are and what we do. 

And so we will persist by God’s grace and in the power of the Holy Spirit. That, dear 

friends, is what’s next. † 
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T 
he vicar’s vision is a little cloudy these days.  Like you, I have been 

struggling to see clearly what is coming down the road.  The fog that 

blocks my line of sight is from the daily changes in our atmosphere.  

These drastic changes come in a variety of forms.  Many of us have 

been staying at home a lot more.  Our homes have become our offices, our 

restaurants, our social settings, our movie theaters.  There have been changes in 

how we do our work even if we are not working from home.  Physical distance 

measures have changed how we interact even when we go for a hike through the 

woods.  I have been trying to navigate through the call process while working 

with two synod offices during this time.   It is a strange time to be interviewing a 

pastor.  And now as churches begin to open 

back up I prepare to navigate my departure 

from Holy Trinity and my beginning of a first–

call.  We are all trying to be church in liminal 

space between closed and open, a place that we 

have never been in before nor even imagined.  

No one knows for sure what ministry in the 

church and community will look like in the 

coming months or how we will be able to 

interact in that phase.  Yes, things are a bit of a 

blur right now. 

How do any of us plan? 

There are two scriptures that come to mind as I 

write this morning.  The first talks about the 

clouded vision with which we see.  1 Corinthians 13: 8b-10, 12 says, “As for 

knowledge, it will come to an end.   For we know only in part, and we prophesy 

only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end….  For 

now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only 

in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.”  Our knowledge 

even when it seems clear is still a dim reflection of the truth that God sees.  We 

never fully know what is going to be around the next bend, but God does.  And 

this is why we can trust God even when we cannot see what is in front of us.  

When all is covered by a thick haze and we cannot see what is coming, we walk 

forward by that trust not by what we can see.   

The other scripture is one that Brian is reminding me of often in these days.  

Proverbs 16:9 says, “The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the 

steps.”  Even when we think we know where we are going God is directing us in 

ways to something for which we have not planned.  God’s ways are greater than 

our ways.  I may wander on my own as a lost sheep, but God finds me and sets 

me on the right path.   

We do not know what the next few months will hold for any of us, but we can 

rest in the fact that God sees clearly and knows how to set us and keep us on the 

right track. †  

Ad Opportunities 

Available 

     The COVID-19 pandemic has 

brought unprecedented challenges to 

all segments of our community.  We 

recognize this has greatly impacted 

local businesses.  We are grateful for 

your ongoing commitment to serving 

the needs of your customers in such a 

way that helps to keep everyone safe.  

     As a way to help generate 

awareness for your company and 

to enhance its reputation as a 

community arts supporter, we invite 

you to reserve advertising space for 

the upcoming 2020-2021 Arts @ Holy 

Trinity Concert Series.  Please contact 

Sandy DeLuca, Communications 

Coordinator, for more information at 

sdeluca@holytrinityakron.org. † 

In accordance with the 

Constitution, the Nominating 

Committee will accept 

nominations for both 

Congregation Council and the 

Nominating Committee through 

August 15th.  Nominations can  

be submitted to the Congregation 

Secretary, Marsha Asente or any 

member of the Nominating 

Committeee: Velma Pomrenke,  

LJ Kimble and Amanda 

Archbold.  The Committee will 

then submit the slate for elections 

at the October Congregation 

Meeting. † 
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Ernie Liska Scholarship  

Recipients Announced 

Jeremy Fertig 

Abednego Kashindi 

In loving memory of Ernie Liska and 

his devotion to God, country and 

service to others, the Ernie Liska 

Memorial Scholarship was established 

to provide financial assistance to 

individuals who graduate from Akron 

Public Schools and who plan to earn a 

college degree or become certified in a 

vocation or building trade.  The 

Scholarship Committee is pleased to 

announce two recipients each receiving 

a $1000 scholarship … 
 

Jeremy Fertig, a 2020 graduate of 

Akron Early College who plans to 

attend The University of Akron to 

study Accounting. 
 

Abednego Kashindi, a 2020 graduate 

of North High School who plans to 

attend Stark State College to study 

Software Engineering.  
 

Congratulations to both recipients! †  

How can we worship  
if we can’t sing? 

 
     Singing together has always been a big part of worship for Lutherans. But 

during this pandemic, corporate singing carries a heightened risk of 

spreading the virus. So we are masked and mostly silent…and that’s hard.  

        But we can still participate in the musical  

             life of the church. And one way to do  

     that is by making use of our bodies  

        through movement. 

                       “All of life involves movement,  

            and movement becomes dance  

             when there is an inner life, a  

              living Spirit directing it.”  *  

              Dance, which begins with  

             God, is a part of prayer just as  

            silence is a part of music. “And  

          the spirit of God moved upon the  

        face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:2)  

     Other scripture passages –  

              including the Psalms – invite us to  

       dance. Such movement is not 

performance, but an expression of prayer – a conversation between the 

Creator and the Created.   

     The Church already uses dance-prayer in its rituals. Notice … 

• those who preside at Holy Communion - the way hands gesture in 

prayer and blessing. 

• the gathered assembly - how we kneel, stand, bow, process, share the 

peace of Christ. 

• our musicians – ways we move together while leading our prayers and 

praises. 

This corporate movement unifies us and makes us whole by connecting our 

inward life with outward expression. 

     In the coming weeks, we will experiment with some ways our spoken 

responses or musical offerings could be enhanced with simple physical 

gestures – nothing complicated or mechanical. The goal is to make such 

movements the expression of our hearts. (How we feel as we move is more 

important than how we look.) Slow, sustained, continuous actions help our 

own inner prayer to direct and mold our bodies.  

     In addition, we will occasionally join Allonna Stefanik in her use of 

American Sign Language during repeated liturgical responses and simple 

psalm or hymn refrains. From time to time, our Trinity Choir section leaders 

will invite us to accompany their singing with easy movements or simple 

body percussion. 

     We pray these opportunities to worship God with our bodies will 

enhance our prayer life and help us all contribute to our worship 

experiences in expressive ways. †  
 

*Carla De Sola, from The Spirit Moves: Handbook of Dance and Prayer © 1977 by Carla De Sola. All rights reserved. 



  

 

Our Mid-Week Study time together 

continues looking at the Four Faith Practices 

of Caring Conversations, Devotion, Service, and 

Rituals/Traditions all based on the Revised 

Common Lectionary. We will also look at 

the text of the Hymn of the Week and close 

our time together in Prayer and a Blessing. 
 

Please join us on Wednesday afternoons at 1:30 p.m.  Contact Rachel Núñez, Director of 

Formation for Zoom access atrnunez@holytrinityakron.org or call/text (330) 634-6597. 
 

• July 1 We are freed from sin to care for others. (Romans 6: 12-23) 
 

• July 8 Jesus gives res to the wear. (Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30) 
 

• July 15 God delivers abundant harvests. (Isaiah 55: 10-13 & Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23) 
 

• July 22 Christians are people of hope. (Romans 8: 12-25) 
 

• July 29 The Spirit helps us in our weakness. (Romans 8: 26-39 & Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52) 

 

Note: Mid-Week Study will take a break the first two weeks of August. We will return with a new study on 

Wednesday, August 19th. † 

Zoom Devotional Time on Friday Mornings! 
 

     Join us each Friday morning, 9-9:30 a.m. for devotional time 

via Zoom Meeting.  Contact Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith 

Formation at rnunez@holytrinityakron.org or call/text her at  

(330) 634-6597 for Zoom access. 

      In the waters of baptism, we are claimed as children of God,  

as part of God’s family, which means we don’t live in this world 

separate from one another.  

     As COVID-19 is affecting us as a global community, let’s join together in some time of deepening 

our faith and listening to how God is calling us to love and serve our neighbor during this time. We 

will use the Faith5 model as we look at Scripture, Pray, and Bless one another. Let’s remember we are 

not a people of fear, but of HOPE! † 

PAGE 6 HIGHLIGHTS 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
8 a.m. - Facebook LIVE 

TUESDAY 
1 p.m. - Facebook LIVE 

MON & WED 
7 p.m. - Facebook LIVE 

Facilitated by Pastor David,  

Pastor Lor and Rachel Nunez. 

Facilitated by Rachel Nunez. 

Facilitated by Pastor David. 

……... 

……... 

mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
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Join Us for the Luther & Lager Hour!  
We will continue to gather on Thursday evenings at 8 p.m. via Zoom Meeeting for informal 

theological conversations based on the writings of Martin Luther. If you haven’t yet tuned in, 

we encourage you do so. It’s been fun and insightful. Pr. David has facilitated the discussion. 

And yes…you are welcome to bring along the lager (or other beverage) of your choice. Please 

email Pr. David (dnevergall@holytrinityakron.org), and he will make sure you get the login 

information you need.  Our line-up for the weeks ahead includes: 

• July 2 – no meeting as we head into the holiday weekend 

• July 9 – The Apostles’ Creed: Article 1 (Small Catechism) 

• July 16 – The Apostles’ Creed: Article 2 (Small Catechism) 

• July 23 – The Apostles’ Creed: Article 3 (Small Catechism) 

• July 30 – Holy Baptism (Small Catechism) 

• August 6 – Holy Communion (Small Catechism) 

We’ll also be taking a break after August 6 as PD will be on vacation, but are planning to return 

again after Labor Day with another line-up topics for this continuing conversation. Stay tuned! † 

WEDNESDAY 
1:30.m. - Zoom Meeting 

FRIDAY 
9-9:30 a.m. - Zoom Mtg 

THURSDAY 
8 p.m. - Zoom Meeting 

Facilitated by Rachel Nunez. 

Facilitated by Pastor David. 

Facilitated by Rachel Nunez. 

……... 

……... 

Holy Trinity is about to do something it's never done before ... host a Virtual Vacation 

Bible School!  Children and adults of all ages are invited to join us each evening the week 

of July 20-24 at 6 p.m. via Facebook LIVE for the 'Theme of the Day' and a corresponding 

Bible story.  You can participate and enjoy in the comfort and convenience of your home!  

There are take-home kits available for those who wish to participate.  These kits can be 

picked up at the church the week of July 7-10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (the church office is closed July 

6).  If other arrangements are needed or if there are questions, please contact Rachel 

Nunez, Director of Formation at (330) 634-6597. † 

July 20-24 

Ava Grace Izenour 
 

Ava Grace Izenour is a 2020 graduate of Poland Seminary High School 

where she was valedictorian of her class.  She played soccer and ran track all 

four years of high school.  She was a member of the 4x200m relay team that 

set a new school record.  She was also a two-time State qualifier in track in 

the 4x200m relay.  Ava was treasurer of Student Council and National 

Honor Society.  She has earned an appointment to the United States Naval 

Academy in Annapolis, Maryland where she plans to major in history.  Ava 

is the daughter of Josh and Michelle Seroke Izenour and the granddaughter 

of Rebecca Seroke and the great-niece of Dr. Jim and May Kay Wilson. † 

mailto:dnevergall@holytrinityakron.org
mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org?subject=Virtual%20VBS
mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org?subject=Virtual%20VBS
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Sunday, July 5th   – God Creates Humans, Part 1 (Genesis 1: 25-31) 

• Today, we will hear the part of the creation story where God creates us, humans. After 

God creates humans, God rests.  Read Genesis 1: 25-31. 

• Discussion Questions (it’s not mandatory to get to every question, focus on the 

conversations that arise from the questions). 

• Today’s Scripture reminds us that humans are created in God’s image. What 

do you think God looks like? Wonder about what it means to be created in 

God’s image. 

• Wonder about why God created humans last. 

• We hear from this Scripture that God has given us the rest of creation to care 

for as a gift. Wonder about what God was telling us to do. 

• Share something wonderful about how God created you. 

• Closing Prayer: Dear God, what a blessing to be created in your image! May we remember 

that each one of us has a piece of you with us always. Amen. 

 

Sunday, July 12th – God Creates Humans, Part 2 (Genesis 1: 25-31) 

Family Service Project: Bearers of God’s Image 

How can we reflect God’s image in our world? 

• Write a note or card to a shut-in or help a neighbor with yard work. 

• Pay for someone’s coffee or meal without them knowing it. 

• Walk around your neighborhood and pick up garbage or smile at a stranger. 

• Clean your room without being asked. 

• Remember to say “please” and “thank you” all day. 

 

Sunday, July 19th  – God Creates Rest, Part 1 (Genesis 2: 1-4) 

• Read Genesis 2: 1-4.  The words we just heard teach us that after everything God had 

created, God rested. These words also remind us that we should take time to rest and 

worship on the Sabbath. 

• Discussion Questions (it’s not mandatory to get to every question, focus on the 

conversations that arise from the questions). 

• Why do you think it is important to take time to rest? 

• What kinds of things help you rest well? 

Continued on page 10 ... 

Theme:  God Creates 
God Creates explores the 7 days of 

creation in the Book of Genesis. 

Lessons are organized around the 

importance of each stage of the 

creation story. Participants are 

encouraged to think about the 

connectivity of each day and the 

value of each and everything God 

created.  

Date Theme 

July 5th God Creates  

Humans  

(Genesis 1: 25-31) 

July 12th Family Service  

Project: Bearers of 

God’s Image 

July 19th God Creates Rest 

(Genesis 2: 1-4) 

July 26th Family Sabbath 

……….. 
SATURDAY, JULY 18 

10 a.m. - Zoom Meeting 

Facilitated by Diane Chambers. 

Beatrice Moxon 
 

Beatrice Moxon is a 2020 graduate of Firestone High School and the 

International Baccalaureate program. She was a 4-year varsity starter on the 

softball team mainly pitching for the team. Her senior year she was on the 

tennis team. She was also involved with travel softball during the summer. 

Beatrice volunteered throughout the year including the Salvation Army’s 

kettle drive at Acme during the holidays and helping the animals at One of A 

Kind Pets. In the fall, she will be attending Columbia College Chicago for 

Film and Television. Her concentration will be in editing and post production.  

Beatrice is the daughter of Joe and Joy Moxon. † 



  

 

                                           PAGE 9 HOLYTRINITYAKRON.ORG 

Organ Repair Work Continues 

At left and above:  Leek Pipe Organ 

Company technicians came to remove a 

portion of the reservoir for repair. It took  

four men to remove this 200+ pound box 

from its high perch. (A big thanks to Bruce 

Mansour for his help!).  The work is 

complete, and the organ is again operational. 
 

Photos 1-3 show the removal and photos 4 & 5  

show the reinstallation. 

Here are photos of the organ's static 

reservoir in the basement, showing the 

deteriorated leather (above). And below 

is a photo showing a tear in the wind-

sock (which is the coupling between the 

blower motor and the bellows).  

Above and at right:  Here are 

photos that show the newly-

renovated box, its trek along a 

narrow pathway, and a safer 

grounding of the attached wires.   
 

Thank you to the staff at Leek 

Pipe Organ Company for your 

hard work in helping to restore 

our magnificent organ! 

1 2 3 

5 4 
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• Wonder about times when it is hard to rest and 

ways to make it easier to rest. 

• Wonder about why God created rest. 

• Closing Prayer: Sit quietly with each other. Play soft 

music. Light a candle, or just sit and listen to the sounds 

around you.  Dear God, thank you for all that you have 

created and thank you for creating rest. Help me always find 

rest in you. Amen. 

 

Sunday, July 26th – God Creates Rest, Part 2 (Genesis 2: 1-4) 

Family Sabbath – choose an activity that will help you and 

your family rest together: 

• A quiet mediation – listen to  peaceful music and enjoy 

a quiet time with God. 

• Unplug from technology for a day. 

• Everyone take a nap at the same time. 

• Play a board game or put a puzzle together. 

• Think of a “random act of Kindness” to do as a family. 

• Go on a picnic together. 

• Make a list of thanksgivings. † 

Sunday LIFT Schedule   
… continued from page 8 

At left:  Holy 

Trinity members 

set-up a 

hospitality 

station and 

provided bottled 

water and 

granola bars to 

those 

individuals 

rallying in Grace 

Park on June 3  

to raise awareness of social and racial injustice.  

Even Bishop Allende joined us! 

At left:  DLM 

continues to 

deliver food 

boxes to 

families 

involved with Project RISE and those in need.  

A huge thank you goes to the Sanson 

Company in Cleveland who donated 120 boxes 

of fresh produce and 90 boxes filled with dairy 

products.  In total, 19 drivers delivered 210 

boxes of food to 118 families … unbelievable!   

Service with a Smile (sort of!) 

July Birthdays 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ to the following 

members who are celebrating birthdays 

this month!!   

If you want to include your birthday in a future  
issue of the Highlights, please contact  
Annmarie Demko at (330) 376-5154.   

NOTE:  This list only includes known birthdays.   

July 1 – Jacinto Nunez 

July 2 – Josephine Ameling 

July 4 – Elliotte Esworthy 

July 4 – Tom Parry 

July 7 – Adeline Anacki 

July 7 – Carrie Clark 

July 7 – Graham Jones 

July 7 – Mary Kay Wilson 

July 8 – Colin Richenbacher 

July 13 – Linda Vowles 

July 15 – David Erickson 

July 15 – Diana Shanafelt 

July 16 – Stephanie Andrews 

July 16 – Emily Wolverton 

July 17 – Anna Scheck 

July 18 – Ryan Bader 

July 19 – Tim Anderson 

July 20 – Julia Seiberling 

July 21 – Matthew Birch 

July 21 – Joseph Hancock 

July 22 – Lily Gosorn 

July 22 – Carol Mason 

July 22 – Emma Oberdorfer 

July 24 – Paul Berthold 

July 25 – Alice Bouton 

July 25 – John Wilkinson 

July 28 – Cheryl Gates 

July 28 – Elizabeth Liska 

July 29 – Adeline Andrews 

July 30 – Patricia Keller 

July 30 – Mara Lakins 

Trinity Family, 
 

Thank you so much for the 

words of encouragement 

and appreciation you have 

shared with us during the 

past few months.  During 

this challenging time, it 

has been our privilege to 

help bring our worship 

services into your homes.  

We look forward to being 

together with all of you 

again soon. 
 

Best Wishes & Love, 

Bob & Jess Foutty 
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Wednesday  
1:30 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 
Join us as we take  
a new look at “Taking Faith 
Home” and the Four Faith 
Practices of Caring 

Conversations, Devotion, Service, and Rituals/Traditions all based on 
the Revised Common Lectionary. We will also look at the text of the 
Hymn of the Week and close in Prayer and Blessing. Contact Rachel 
Núñez for Zoom access at rnunez@holytrinityakron.org. 

    Daily Devotions 
Weekdays - 8 a.m.   
Facebook LIVE 
(@trinityakron) 
Start each weekday in prayer 
and God’s Word.  It’s a great 
way to prepare your heart, 
mind and body for the day! 

Join us online for devotions, prayers, group study and conversations! 

Bedtime Story & Prayer 
 

 

Monday & Wednesday 
7 p.m. Facebook LIVE 
(@trinityakron) 
Grab your family and join 
Miss Rachel for a special 
bedtime story and prayer to 
help bring your day to a close 
and spend time in God’s 
presence and word. 

     Prayer Meeting 
 

Tuesday - 1 p.m.  
Facebook LIVE 
(@trinityakron) 
Bring your prayer concerns and 
type them into the comment 
area. We'll combine  all prayer 
needs, and join in intercessory 
prayer, the Lord's Prayer, and a 
blessing.   

Sunday Worship 
 

Sunday - 9:30 a.m.  
via Facebook LIVE (@trinityakron) 

or at holytrinityakron.org 
 

Join us online each Sunday morning with 
God! We provide picture-in-picture ASL 
interpretation for those who are hearing 
impaired.  Downloaded the bulletin from 
our website, holytrinityakron.org.    

  The Luther & Lager Hour 
 

Thursday  - 8 p.m.  
via Zoom Meeting 

Pastor David will host "The Luther 
& Lager Hour." This will be a time 
of informal theological 
conversation based on quotes 
from Martin Luther.  It’s BYOL—
Bring your own lager. Come join 
the conversation! Contact Pastor 

David for Zoom access at dnevergall@holytrinityakron.org. 

   Women's Bible Study  
Saturday,  
July 18 
10 a.m., Zoom Meeting 
The discussion will be about 
Just Love – In the 
Community: From tree to we 
The Story of Zacchaeus, Luke 
19: 1-10 from the July 2020 

Gather Magazine and facilitated by Diane Chambers. BYOB - Bring 
Your Own Breakfast. Contact Rachel Núñez, Director of Formation,  
at rnunez@holytrinityakron.org for Zoom access. Digital copies of the 
study are available if needed. 

 

Devotional Time 
 

Friday, 9-9:30 a.m., 
Zoom Meeting     
As COVID-19 is affecting us, let’s  
join together for some time of 
deepening our faith and listening 
to how God is calling us to love 
and serve our neighbor. We will 

use the Faith5 model as we look at Scripture, Pray, and Bless one 
another.  Contact Rachel Nunez for Zoom access at 
rnunez@holytrinityakron.org. 

mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
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