
  

 

December 2019 

Affirmation of Baptism for confirmands 

Ben Mormino and Harriet Moxon 



  

 

presents 
 

Advent 
Procession of 
Lessons & 
Carols 
 

Featuring choirs and other 

musicians from Holy Trinity and 

Faith Lutheran Church, Fairlawn 
 

Friday, December 6, 

7:30 p.m. 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

50 N. Prospect Street, Akron 
 

 
 

Doors open at 7 p.m.   
 

Enjoy live music at a festive reception 

following the concert.  Join our mailing list  

at the event to enter a drawing  

for a $25 gift certificate to Fred’s Diner.  

Winner will be drawn during the reception.   

The concert is free; a free-will offering  

will be received.   
 

NOTE:  Winner need not be present. 

 

 

Artwork by Dr. Marshall Thomas:  

Illustrator-in-Residence.  Donated 

by Thos. Illustrated Studios (TIS) 

in support of Arts at Holy Trinity.  

All rights reserved.   

For more 
information,  

call (330) 376-5154 
or visit 

artsholytrinity.org. 



  

 

H
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LIFT Service Projects during Advent 

Each Sunday, 10 a.m. in Room 202 

 

Join us for special service projects all month long!  As we anticipate and 

prepare for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we will focus on four key 

messages with these service projects:  Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  Join us as 

we fellowship, praise, learn and serve together through this season.     

See page 7 for the complete LIFT schedule.    

This will be Holy Trinity’s 72nd hosting of Family Promise!!  
Hosting families for a week takes many hands … is there any reason why 

you can’t serve?  Here are ways you can serve …  
 

 Be a grocery shopper—buy groceries the families will use throughout the week. 

 Serve as an evening host—be onsite and available to the families if anything is needed. 

 Help do the laundry—launder the bedding at the end of the week. 

 Be a van driver—drop children off at school and families at Family Promise. 
 

 … sign-up on the bulletin board in the office hallway.  Our volunteering really makes a difference by helping these 

families get through hard times, and also lets us truly be God's hands.  Please see Gregg Loesch for more information. † 

 

 

December 8—December 15 

A Blessing to so Many families!!   
 

 

To make this ministry work, many volunteers are needed.  

Just a few hours of your time can have a tremendous impact 

not only on the families but also YOU!  Training for new 

volunteers is the hour before doors open.  Returning 

volunteers can arrive 30 minutes prior.  See Darlene Anderson with questions. † 
 

Saturday, December 14, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  |  Thursday, December 19, 7-8:30 p.m. 

CLOSED:  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 



  

 

Wheee!!! 

Pastor David 
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     Being a Christian is like riding a roller coaster. There are days of climbing 

anticipation, followed by moments of hanging…almost motionless…at the 

precipice of a rush that will simultaneously thrill and terrify. High peaks. Deep 

valleys. Twists and turns that threaten to rip you out of your seat. And maybe, if 

you’re lucky, a chance to catch your breath on a straight-away before the next dip 

or curve. If I’ve learned anything at all over the past 25+ years: Hanging on is a 

very good idea. 

     And, indeed, there is a lot of “hanging on” happening these days. I see it among 

both my rostered colleagues and lay folks…with a tendency towards a kind of 

white-knuckled desperation. And why not? Things have been tough…or at least 

very interesting… and they don’t seem to be getting less…interesting. Within the 

Church catholic, our disagreements about the big social issues of the day, about 

ministry, and Biblical vs. cultural authority are no closer to resolution. Mix in a 

sometimes confusing economy and a volatile political environment, and you get a 

tight-fisted anxiety which reveals what a poor job the church has generally done in 

shaping personal discipleship and stewardship. And that, subsequently, takes a 

toll on support (financial and otherwise) for the church’s ministry. 

     Not that I’m immune to this. But on my better days, at least, I’m able to 

remember that what you hang on to is as important as hanging on itself. There are 

options. 

     How about that little bar across your lap? Sure…the guy running the ride says 

it’s safe enough. But it always seemed a bit tentative to me…even after it has 

clicked into the “down and locked” position. After all, that little bar is just another 

part of the giant machine that is bent on whipping you to and fro. They aren’t 

perfect. They break...with consequences for those who are betting their lives on 

them. So perhaps we need to be careful of the myriad locked down little bars of 

“rightness” on which we often too easily rely when we are afraid: economic 

theories, political positions, cultural norms, certainly my own confidence as to 

what is assuredly right and wrong. Not that any of these things are intrinsically 

bad; they’re just not strong enough to ultimately keep us safe and whole. 

     Perhaps we’re better off hanging on to our partner on this ride. After all, He’s 

been up the difficult hills and down into some pretty deep valleys. He knows 

already what it’s like to be terrified and what it’s like to prevail. He has taken 

everything that the most violent ride can dish out. And he can bear direct and 

living witness that something greater than the dips and curves of life gets the final 

word. 

     “Remember: I am with you always…even to the close of the age.” This is the 

promise our Partner on the ride makes to all who dare ride alongside him. And 

since it doesn’t look like we’re getting off this coaster anytime soon, I’d suggest we 

take him up on that promise. So here we go: Jesus and me, Jesus and you, Jesus 

and us…and whatever the ride throws our way. Wheee! † 

“Remember: 

I am with 

you always 

…even to 

the close of 

the age.” 
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The Critical 

Importance  
of Church Choirs 
 

Here are seven reasons a choir can 

be vital to our congregation: 
 

 Choirs are biblical. 

 Choirs encourage excellence 

in worship. 

 Choirs celebrate the human 

voice. 

 Choirs can inspire and lead 

worship. 

 Choirs can be redemptive 

communities. 

 Choirs make us work together. 

 Choirs can encourage musical 

diversity. 
 

For further details on each point, 

visit the website Discover Worship: 

http://blog.discoverworship.com/

articles/the-case-for-importance-of-

church-choir 
 

Celebrate our choirs as they lead us 

in worship. Share your 

appreciation with musicians, and 

offer an encouraging word. Your 

prayers for our music ministry and 

your financial support of Holy 

Trinity’s choirs and music leaders 

are greatly appreciated. Soli Deo 

Gloria! (To God alone be the glory!) † 

     If you’ve ever wondered what is the difference between the Facebook 

“Like” and “Share” buttons, you are not alone. Google the question and you 

will find hundreds of responses. 

     In the simplest terms, stated on Facebook’s Help pages, the difference is 

this: “Like” lets you share a link on your Timeline and News Feed in one 

click. “Share” lets you comment on the link and choose the target audience. 

Digging deeper, you’ll find that “Like” works differently on Facebook itself 

or when you find it on a web page. When you click on “Like” on a Facebook 

status, comment or photo, you are giving a nod of approval or a vote of 

appreciation. The number of “likes” is reported under the item and you 

have the option to “Unlike” it later if you want. 

     When you encounter a “Like” button on a web page, more things happen 

when you click: a post is created on your Wall, your friends will see it in 

their newsfeeds, and the “like” action is recorded numerically on the page 

you liked (if that feature is activated). If you “like” a Facebook Page, in effect 

you are subscribing to that page and will receive further postings from that 

Page in your newsfeed. 

     When you encounter a “Share” button on a web page, several things also 

happen when you click: a post is created, and you have the ability to add 

comments about the item you are sharing. Also, the title of the web page, its 

address, an excerpt from the page and a thumbnail image (if you choose to 

add one) will appear on the newsfeeds of your selected audience. 

     Both “Like” and “Share” are social sharing buttons and offer you ways to 

like, share and engage with others on Facebook and other social media 

platforms.  But, “Share” is the more powerful of the two.  One blogger has 

called the “Share” option the “brass ring on Facebook”. It is a more robust 

way of bringing attention to something in which you are interested, 

essentially saying “All my friends have to see this!” 

     So, what does this mean for Holy Trinity?   

     The “Share” button acts as a very simple and effective evangelism tool.  

When you click the “Share” button on a Holy Trinity post on Facebook, in 

essence you are telling your friends all about what we do … our ministries, 

our love of Jesus Christ and how we serve others in the community.  And, if 

they click the “Share” button, they share it with all their friends … and so on 

and so on. 

     Shares are more visible on Facebook.  Shares encourage engagement.  

Shares encourage Facebook users to click on our link to see what Holy 

Trinity is all about.  And, shares can ultimately ‘bring Jesus to people 

through love and the Word of God.’  So remember, click that “Share” 

button! † 

 

vs. 

What’s the Difference? 

Article by John Rollins/Diocese of Newark; permission to reprint. 

http://blog.discoverworship.com/articles/the-case-for-importance-of-church-choir
http://blog.discoverworship.com/articles/the-case-for-importance-of-church-choir
http://blog.discoverworship.com/articles/the-case-for-importance-of-church-choir
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Les Délices 

Arts at Holy Trinity welcomes its artists-in-

residence Les Délices, Cleveland’s premier 

early music ensemble, for its second concert 

series in Akron.  Known for their creative, 

original programming, Les Délices 

(pronounced Lay day-lease) is recognized as 

“an early music group with an avant-garde 

appetite,” whose “concerts and recordings 

are journeys of discovery.” (New York Times) 
 

Friday, November 1, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 

Mozart & Beethoven Quintets—Rarely-

heard masterpieces for fortepiano and 

woodwinds. 
 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

Lessons in Love—Hypnotic late-Medieval 

music from the world of the Romance of the 

Rose. 
 

Friday, March 6, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

Torchsongs Transformed—Innovative 

Baroque-Jazz fusion featuring soprano 

Hélène Brunet. 
 

Thursday, April 23, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.* 

Into the Labyrinth—Baroque music, live 

puppetry, and gorgeous visuals animate 

Aesop’s Fables and the Countess 

D’Aulnoy’s 17th-century feminist fairy tale 

The White Cat. 
 

*Performance at the Akron Art Museum. 
 

Ticket prices from $5—$40 available at 

www.lesdelices.org.  For more 

information, email info@lesdelices.org or 

call (216) 302-8404. † 
 

Les Délices also presents a series of community engagement 

performances in partnership with Holy Trinity at Haven of 

Rest and at Robinson Community Learning Center. 

     In the last six months Holy 

Trinity has hosted two sets of 

community conversations.  The 

first was about the refugee crisis.  

The second was about the social 

construct of race in the United 

States and its impact of the Church.  

During these studies that invited 

other churches and voices from our 

community to participate, we 

prayed a prayer that is found in 

The Book of Common Prayer several 

times to end our sessions.  The 

prayer states: 
 

O God, who created all people in your image, we thank you for the wonderful 

diversity of races and cultures in this world.  Enrich our lives by ever-

widening circles of fellowship, and show us your presence in those who differ 

most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for 

all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

     As we have listened and learned from each other and from others in 

our community, we have wrestled with what it means to live in ever-

widening circles of fellowship.  We have reflected on the ways that we 

see God’s presence in and through people that look different or have 

different experiences from us.  We have committed to grow in our 

knowledge of God’s love for all of God’s children.   

So where does that leave us? 

     At the end of the last class of our community conversations we have 

looked at what are our next steps.  A couple of the questions that we 

considered were, “What would it look like for your church or 

community to pay attention to the experiences of black people and 

other races, particularly as they relate to the divide in the church?  How 

is your church working to respond to these experiences?”  Our answers 

varied from learning to listen to others better and watching television 

programs about the Native American veteran experience, to renewing 

our commitment to the covenant relationship that Holy Trinity has 

with Wesley Temple.  We know that not we are not going to be able to 

change the world, but there are people in our church and our 

community that are looking for ways that we can grow in our 

understanding of what God’s reign looks like here on earth as it is in 

heaven.   

     Those gathered for our next to the last class of our community 

conversations on race made a decision to continue this particular 

conversation on race.  We have chosen to do it by reading a book and 

discussing it on Wednesday nights in January and February.  The book 

is Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest 

Denomination in the U.S. It is a book written by Lenny Duncan, an ELCA 

Vicar’s Vision  

Continued on page 16 ... 
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Advent 2019 
We gather in the Chapel Lounge at 9:45 a.m.  

for seasonal refreshments & fellowship. 

At 10 a.m. a bell will sound as we move to Room 

202 for Scripture, Song, & Advent Activities. 
 

Sunday, December 1st  

Advent is the season of HOPE. 

Isaiah 2: 1-5 & Psalm 122 

Service Project: Worship Invitations for  

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
 

Sunday, December 8th  

Advent is the season of PEACE. 

Matthew 3: 1-12 & Romans 15: 4-13 

Service Project: Food Bags for Robinson CLC 

Families & Christmas Cards for the Staff 
 

Sunday, December 15th  

Advent is the season of JOY. 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 & James 5: 7-10 

Service Project: Christmas Candy Cups for  

Holy Trinity Neighborhood First Responders 
 

Sunday, December 22nd   

Advent is the Season of LOVE. 

Romans 1: 1-7 & Matthew 1: 18-25 

Service Project: Sorting Donations for DLM Food 

& Resource Center/Fellowship Brunch 
 

Reverse Advent Offering 

We will be collecting the following items  

for the DLM Food and Resources: 

Disposable Diapers & Baby Wipes, Laundry  

Detergent, and Full Size Toiletries  
(Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, Deodorant,  

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, etc.) 

Sunday LIFT Activities 
Thank you to everyone who 

helped assemble Birthday-in-

a-Bag kits for DLM on 

November 10!  This is a great 

example of what Sunday 

LIFT is all about … bringing 

the generations together in 

caring, educational and 

prayerful ways.   
 

Top photo:  Items were set-up in 

an assembly line so bags could 

easily be packed. 

Right photo:  Brycen Mitchell 

talks with Dick Sebastian. 

Tom Baumgardner and  

Lesli Eisenhart 

Jack and Vivian Harig 

On Sunday, November 24, the 

LIFT service project was creating 

cards that contained special 

words of encouragement or 

uplifting Biblical verses for guests 

of Haven of Rest and Harvest 

Home.   
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Memory, Being, and Destiny 
The Memorial Acclamation through the Lens of Advent 

A three-session study on December 4, 11, and 18 

offered at 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

*Join us at 6 p.m. for a Soup Supper each week 
 

Session One 

Introduction 

 What is the Memorial Acclamation? When did it become 

part of the liturgy?  

 Memory, being, and destiny…as Advent themes, as 

fundamentals for human identity 
 

Memory: Christ has died. 

 Scriptural reference = Luke 2:25-35. 

“And a sword will pierce your own heart also.” 

 The scandal of God’s incarnation and particularity. 
 

Session Two 

Being: Christ is risen. 

 Scriptural reference = Matthew 28:16-20. 

“And lo, I am with you always even to the close of the age.” 

 The nature of being beyond tangible presence 

 The confluence of doubt and worship 
 

Session Three 

Destiny: Christ will come again. 

 Scripture reference = 2 Corinthians 5:1-7. 

“…we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens.” 

 The Holy Spirit as  

 Movement from mortal life to eternal life 

The Holy Trinity Altar Guild invites you to 

their Christmas Luncheon on December 10th 

at 12 noon in the Fellowship Hall.  A 

delicious roast beef and grilled chicken meal 

will be served.  Entertainment to be provided 

by the wonderful Balalaika Orchestra. 

Luncheon priced at $15 per person and we 

ask that you bring an unwrapped toy.  All 

toys will be distributed to children in our 

community through Open M.  A receptacle 

will be in the lobby to collect toys also.  

Members of Altar Guild will be in the lobby 

every Sunday to take your reservation. 

Please join us for fellowship, a great meal, 

entertainment and helping children to enjoy 

Christmas! † 

Congratulations to the 2020 Council officers … thank you for serving! 
 

President:  Sonya Nagle        Vice President:  Alexa Sandmann 

    Secretary:  Marsha Asente Treasurer:  Lesli Eisenhart 

BELOW:  Rosemary 

Anderson, Sandy DeLuca  

and Michael Wilson serve at 

DLM on November 9 by 

preparing and serving a hot 

meal of chili, cornbread and 

brownies to everyone.   

ABOVE:  Dennis Dick 

and Alexa Sandmann  

serve at DLM on  

November 9 by helping 

families shop for food. 



  

 

 

     Two years ago, DLM had only been open a mere two months at this time.  When we look back at all the planning that 

was done to bring this ministry to fruition, it seemed at times there were more unanswered questions than there were 

answered and many unknown factors.  But despite all that, we put everything in God’s hands and opened DLM in Octo-

ber 2017 to begin serving the needs of the community.   So, what kind of growth and reach has DLM achieved within the 

last two years? 

 

610% 

Increase in total 

clients served. 

464% 

Increase in total 

children served. 

580% 

Increase in meals 

served monthly. 

150% 

Increase in  

distribution times. 

178,535 

Total pounds of food  

received from Food Bank. 

148,946 

Total meals provided to 

families. 

$198,688 

Total retail value of purchased 

foo from Food Bank. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 DLM began serving a hot meal 

in May 2018.  Everyone who 

comes to DLM is able to enjoy a 

hot meal that is prepared and 

served by volunteers.  In May 

2018, DLM served 95 hot meals 

as compared to 646 meals in 

October 2019 … a 15% increase.  

 DLM began offering clothing in 

early 2018.  Everyone who has a 

need can visit the Trinity 

Boutique can get item for adults 

and children, including shoes.  

And, hundreds of families 

people have been served. 
   

     It’s pretty clear that DLM Food 

and Resources is an outreach 

ministry that is having a tremendous 

impact in our community.  And for 

the individuals and families who 

visit each month, it’s helping to 

ensure they have enough food and 

clothing along with vital information 

about community resources. 

     Instead of just reading about what 

DLM is doing, why not come 

experience it for yourself?  You’ll 

witness firsthand how DLM is 

making a difference.  You’ll meet 

some pretty incredible families who 

rely on DLM when they ‘have more 

month than money’ available.  You’ll 

have the privilege of serving others 

just as Jesus Christ did throughout 

his ministry.  For more 

information, please contact Darlene 

Anderson at (330) 376-5154.  

  October 2017 
*When DLM opened 

October 2019 

Total individuals served 91 646 

Total children served 47 265 

Food ordered (in pounds) 641 4861 

     That’s HUGE!!  All that uncertainty doesn’t matter now.  We are doing God’s 

work with many loving hands, and we are making a difference in people’s lives 

each and every month. 

     Do you want to know what else is HUGE?  Here’s a comparison of the number 

served when DLM opened in October 2017 with the number served in October 

2019.  Look at the HUGE growth! 
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DLM has a new logo!   
This new design embodies the heart of 

Deborah L. Manteghi, who DLM is 

named after, as well as the hearts of 

those who serve.  The entwined hands  

in the shape of a heart represents  

everyone working together  

to serve others.   
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A Look at the Numbers 
It is a privilege to worship, to serve, and to give of ourselves as we share God’s 

Good News with our neighbors and friends. We do that as individuals by the 

choices we make in everyday life. And we do that together by our work as a 

congregation. That’s what good stewardship is all about. And for that reason, 

we monitor statistics on attendance and giving to the church. They offer a 

glimpse into the health of our congregation and our engagement with the 

mission to which we are called.  

Attendance: During October, 2019, average weekly worship attendance at Holy 

Trinity was 135. During October, 2018, our attendance was 165. We also 

continue to be below last year’s year-to-date attendance numbers. Please 

remember: Worship is fundamental to the strength of the community and vital 

for the mission we share. It is where God blesses us abundantly in the sharing of 

Word and the Sacraments. You are missed when you are not here, and you are 

missing out on God’s gifts to you. Remember to make worship a priority in 

your life.  

Financial Support: For the month of October, unrestricted giving to Holy 

Trinity totaled $43,205. That’s slightly below what we had estimated. Year-to-

date giving is about 4% below what we had budgeted. Thank you to all who 

have made a commitment to financially support our work together. Your gifts, 

of course, are not simply about supporting a budget. They move forward our 

mission, making a positive impact on the Akron community and beyond.  

If you are not a regular contributor, we invite you to take up that challenge. 

Choosing to give every week (or every month) helps establish a good habit. 

Even more: it becomes a regular reminder of God’s goodness and generosity, 

and offers a tangible way to give thanks for that goodness. 

Something to consider: More and more folks are moving to electronic giving 

means, and we have the ability to accommodate that, too. Many find that it is an 

especially convenient way to manage financial stewardship. Contact Jim 

Minisall, our financial secretary, for more information about available options 

and/or to set it up.  

Outreach: Our growing DLM Food and Resources ministry continues to reach a 

significant number of our neighbors in need. Through the middle of October, 

133 families found the food, clothing, and other support they needed. That’s 464 

persons served, 50% of whom were children. DLM will be open on Saturday, 

December 14, from 11:00am – 12:30pm, and on Thursday, December 19 from 

7:00 – 8:30pm. Volunteers (new and returning) are always welcome with 

training offered one hour before each opening. Contact DLM Coordinator 

Darlene Anderson (danderson@holytrinityakron.org) for more information or to 

offer your help. 

Your faithful participation by means of worship, work and financial support 

bear witness to the significance of Christ’s place in your life. It says to others 

that what you believe is important enough to affect the way you live. Thank 

you for being good stewards of the gifts with which God has equipped you. 

And remember to join us…this and every week…as the work of Christ’s Church 

goes on. † 

The 150th Anniversary 

Celebration has concluded,  

but you can have a piece of 

Holy Trinity’s history with  

the commemorative ‘150 Years:  

1868-2018.”  Get one for yourself 

or for that relative who is ‘hard 

to buy for’ or that friend who 

‘has everything.’  And best  

of all, they are free and come  

in a box ready to give.  They 

will be available during 

fellowship each Sunday in the 

Chapel Lounge. † 

Holy Trinity’s Newest 
Baptized Member! 

 

Presley Renee was baptized 
on November 24.  She is the 

daughter of Aaron and  
Brittany McGuiness. † 

mailto:danderson@holytrinityakron.org
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All Saints Sunday & Affirmation of Baptism 

Bell choir members (from left):  Amy Indorf,  

Jennifer Keller and Cathy Snelson. 

Pastor gives the Children’s Sermon. 

Confirmands Ben Mormino and Harriet Moxon. 

Trinity Brass perform on All Saints Sunday. 

All Saints Sunday—November 3 
While we remembered the dead, we celebrated Christ's victory over death. 

Candles were lit for those we lost this past year, and each name read  

during the Prayers of the Day. † 

Affirmation of Baptism 
Confirmands Ben Mormino 

and Harriet Moxon affirmed 

their baptisms.   

Pictured above:  The confirmands 

and their families during the 

Prayers of the Day. 

Pictured right:  Three of the four 

baptized and confirmed 

generations (from right):  Ben, 

Amanda Asente Mormino, and 

Marsha Beahm Asente.  The 

fourth generation is Ben’s great-

grandmother, Julie Beahm Crane. 
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Holy Trinity Supports Robinson CLC 

Muffins  

for Moms 
Holy Trinity hosts 

quarterly parent 

meetings and invites 

various organizations 

to give presentations.  

Holy Trinity hosted 

Muffins for Moms on 

November 20.  Nearly 

50 parents and 

children attended.  

Guest speaker was 

Ameeca Holmes from 

Akron Children’s 

Hospital who spoke 

about their Nurturing 

Parents Programs. † 

Pictured (from left):  Gregg Loesch, Lesli Eisenhart,  

Deb Ickes and Sylvia Leddon. 

Guest speaker Ameeca Holmes speaks to a parent about the 

Nurturing Parents Programs. 

LEFT:  Rachel Nunez 

attended the Awards Assem-

bly held November 8.  Holy 

Trinity provided the books 

given to those students who 

were recognized. 
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An enthusiastic and amazed audience warmly welcomed Boston Virtuosi players Claudio 
Ragazzi, Cameron Sawzin, Bengisu Gokce, and Nando Michelin. The concert, held 
November 10,  was followed by a delicious meal and engaging conversation with the 
artists that provided the gathered with insights into an artists' life, the challenges and joys 
they face, and their love of the craft.  On the following day, 100 students  (grades 2, 3, & 4) 

and faculty from Robinson CLC enjoyed a program of 
music and instruction by these outstanding musicians. 

“The Bellman” 
company’s owner - 
Mark Bond - and 
his son Aaron 
clean, polish and 
service our four 
octaves of 
handbells using 
homemade 
equipment in their 
mobile shop. The 
bells look brand 
new and are now 
in fine working 
order for years to 
come. † 

Handbells … Like Brand New 

Arts @ Holy Trinity:  Boston Virtuosi Concerts 

Claudio Ragazzi 

Tom Baumgardner (above left) and Dottie Wise (abor right) talk with  

Cameron Sawzin and Bengisu Gokce following the concert. 

I just wanted to thank you so, so much for inviting us to the 
concert on Monday.  It was beautiful and everyone really 
enjoyed it a lot!  We came back and looked on our maps for the 
areas that the musicians came from and we discussed what we 
saw and what we heard.  Thank you for making a great 
memory for our kids.  It was very special! -Karen Pruitt 
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     Over the last few years, the Renaissance 

Committee at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church has 

focused its efforts on developing partnerships with 

our Akron neighbors and having a better 

understanding of their needs and goals.  As part of 

this ministry, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church is 

planning a scholarship program. 

     This past year, the concept of awarding a 

scholarship to deserving youth was discussed when 

one of Holy Trinity’s members, Ernie Liska, lost his 

life under tragic circumstances.  Ernie’s generous 

nature was most easily seen in the gift of himself as 

he offered his time in service to others in the church 

and the community.  That spirit now serves as the 

inspiration for a proposed scholarship program.       

Ernie’s wife Elizabeth reminded us that Ernie was 

grateful for the help he received in getting his 

education, and he would be honored to know that 

others will be helped in his memory. 

     A steering committee has been authorized by the 

Congregation Council to help establish the The Ernie 

Liska Memorial Scholarship and develop guidelines 

for making the award.  Members of the Steering 

Committee include Elizabeth Liska, Marsha Asente, 

Gary Radanof, John Stefanik, Linda Vowles, and 

Jackie Wert.  It is proposed that an initial plan be 

developed by the end of 2019 and presented to 

Council for implementation in the spring of 2020. 

     Financial support for this scholarship will come 

from donations to a dedicated account at Holy 

Trinity Lutheran Church that will provide ongoing 

funding for the scholarship.  Please consider 

donating to The Ernie Liska Memorial Scholarship to 

support deserving students in their journey of 

service to their community. 

     For more information, please contact John Stefanik 

at (330) 666-3579 or jrstef@roadrunner.com. † 

Meditation and 
Memorial Garden 

 

     “What a treasure you have here,”  said Rob Ripley, owner  

of Land Pro, recently contracted to trim trees and repairs 

walkways in the Memorial Garden.  Peter Calvin, former 

sexton cares deeply about our garden, coming in from his 

regular work job in Copley and his Saturdays to clean and 

keep the fountain working, among other grooming efforts.  

These are just two examples of personal reactions. The Garden 

Ministry team offers the following report as an addition to the 

congregation commemoration of All Souls Day observed on 

November 1. 

     The reading for Monday, Oct 14, from “Christ In Our 

Home,” begins  with “Our congregation built its church so 

that the sanctuary and the memorial garden are 

connected ........ during communion, … the living saints … in 

effect join the saints triumphant on the other side of the wall.” 

     Holy Trinity has a similar layout with the modification of a 

cloister walkway between the walls.  This is the entrance into 

the lower level of the education wing off Park Street. The 

Garden wall is on the left with eight openings and along the 

church wall to the right are two bronze plaques.  The first has 

43 nameplates (33 for saints triumphant and 10 for those who 

signed contracts ).  The second has 11 nameplates for those 

interred elsewhere. A memorial book listing all these, as well 

as numerous gifts memorializing others, is located in the 

corner of the lobby entrance into the sanctuary. 

     Close to 25 years ago a small group began a discussion re-

garding the feasibly of a garden in a newly acquired property.  

On July 1, 2004, the first phase was dedicated with Pastor Coff-

man and Pastor Scharf officiating.  The second phase was com-

pleted with the dedication of the fountain.  Installing blue 

stone walkways in 2010 was the final phase,  Included in the 

development was establishing dedicated funds for the mainte-

nance in perpetuity.  As of 10/17/19 the current fund is $12,582.  

Folders explaining procedures for signing contracts are located 

outside the office entrance. †  

mailto:jrstef@roadrunner.com


  

 

Men on a Mission 
Saturday, December 14 ONLY, 8:30 a.m. | Chapel Lounge 
If you’re a guy, you are welcome to join us. We’re reading the book of Daniel, eating donuts, 

drinking coffee and praying together … generally figuring out what it means to be a man of faith.  

This is good stuff … come and be a part of it! † 
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Prayer of the Month:   
Please pray as a people of the 

world for the many reasons we 

have to be appreciative of the fact 

that we are God’s children to be 

receiving His blessings daily. † 
 

Holy Trinity Book Club 
Sunday, December 8, following late service | Home of Alexa Sandmann 

The group will meet at the home of Alexa Sandmann for lunch and a discussion of 

The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland. Join us for a meal and 

good conversation. Questions? Contact Amy Indorf or Diane Chambers. † 

 

 

 Blood 

Pressures  

will be taken 

on Sunday, 

December 1 

after the single worship 

service in Room 201. † 

Women’s Bible Study 
Saturday, December 21, 9 a.m. | Home of Velma Pomrenke 
Women’s Bible Study will meet at the home of Velma Pomrenke, 1148 W. Market Street, 

Akron in the Stonebridge Grill.  Discussion will be based on the devotional in the 

December issue of Gather Magazine. “Watch, wait, create” is a devotional based on 

theme verses from Isaiah.  It explores how God’s Word can reveal Advent to us in new 

ways.  Come and join us in this endeavor. † 

Altar Guild 
Friday, January 17, 2020, 12 p.m. | Room 202 
You are invited to a salad luncheon hosted by Altar Guild … please bring your favorite salad to 

share.   Co-hostesses and person giving devotions will be announced.  All are welcome to attend! 

Come and enjoy food, fellowship and a brief overview of the ministries that are available for you to 

choose from. The luncheon is for all members and friends of Holy Trinity. † 

Men’s Lutheran Loafers 
Friday, January 17, 2020, 11:30 a.m.  |  Akron Family Restaurant 

Calling all men … or anyone who wants to join the group!  No experience necessary, you just must 

enjoy meeting with other members of our Holy Trinity family. If you would like any further 

information just call Fletcher Carroll @ (330) 923-6310 or e-mail peegee@neo.rr.com.  NOTE:  Due to 

construction near the Plaza at Chapel Hill, the group will meet at Akron Family Restaurant, 250 W. Market 

Street, Akron. † 

Trinity Stampers 
Friday, January 17, 2020, 10:30 a.m. | Scharf Library 
If you are a stamper, a scrapbooker, or someone who enjoys doing crafts … please join 

us!!  The Trinity Stampers gather each month (September through May) to hand-make 

greeting cards for those members who are home bound.  Come be a part of the fun and 

fellowship! † 

Environmental Tip:  Recycle your 

tree if it is a real Christmas tree this year.  
Shredded trees are good in the parks.  Recycle 
boxes and wrapping paper as well.  Use 
dishes rather than paper plates, as you can 
then recycle the paper and plastic.  Recycle 
anything that you can as the environment 
needs all the help it can get. † 
 



  

 

Communion Bread Recipe 
Ingredients: 

 1½ cups whole wheat flour 

 ½ cup regular white or bread 

flour 

 ¾ teaspoon baking soda 

 3 tablespoons butter  

(unsalted is best; may substitute 

margarine) 

 3/4 cup warm water 

 3 tablespoons honey 

 3/4 teaspoon salt 

Directions: 
 Combine the first four  

ingredients well. Cut in the  
butter, and work in thoroughly.  

 Combine the water and honey. Stir this 
into the flour/butter mixture, and 
combine until you have a sticky dough. 

 Turn out onto a board/counter, adding 
flour until you can knead it. Knead until 
smooth. 

 Divide the flour into four equal parts. 
Roll or press each part into a 6” flat circle. 

 Lightly score a cross into the top of each  
circle. Brush with vegetable oil. Place 
onto a lightly-greased baking sheet. 

 Bake at 350 for no more than 12 minutes. 
(Over baking makes the bread crumbly.) 

 Remove and allow to cool completely. 
 When cool it can be bagged for use later 

in the week or bagged and frozen for use 
up to three weeks later. 

December Birthdays 
 

‘Happy Birthday’ to the following members 
who are celebrating birthdays this month!!   

If you want to include your birthday in a future issue  
of the Highlights, please contact  

Annmarie Demko at (330) 376-5154.   
NOTE:  This list only includes known birthdays.   
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The 56th Annual Summit Metro 

Parks Fall Hiking Spree ended 

November 30.  Congratulations to  

those who have completed the 

required eight trails and received 

their staff and/or shield: 
 

Ruth Anderson 

Debbie Pinnegar 

Brian Pinnegar 

Alexa Sandmann  

Vicar’s Vision … continued from page 5 
 

pastor and he is addressing concerns he 

has with the lack of diversity in the ELCA 

and what he understands as its causes.  

Books are available now so you have time 

to read before the class discussions start on 

January 15, 2020.  Contact me or Rachel 

Nunez to receive a copy.   

     As we continue to have conversations 

with our community, we continue to grow 

in our ability to share the good news of 

Christ within an ever-widening circle 

around our church building.  We are 

learning to listen and communicate the 

love of Christ to people that are different 

than we are, and who are children of God.  

Please consider reading this book and 

joining this discussion starting in January.† 

Hello ~ 
 

I want to thank 

everyone for 

your prayers, 

kind words 

and good 

wishes during 

the past few months. It gave me the 

strength to persevere and warmed 

my heart. 
 

      Annmarie Demko   

Holy Trinity Family, 
 

We thank everyone for all the 

prayers- they really worked and 

we appreciated all the phone 

calls, e-mails, cards and visits! 

Our Holy Trinity Family was a 

real support to us and we thank 

you again for all the healing prayers, visits, 

love and support during Paul’s recent hip 

surgery! 

      Much love and gratitude, 

      Liz and Paul Anacki 

December 1 – Kurt Seiberling 

December 2 – Justin Bader 

December 2 – Vivian Fenske 

December 3 – Tina Laybourne 

December 4 – Joan Amon 

December 4 – Nancy Chancey 

December 5 – Thomas Bouton 

December 5 – Dorothy Creed 

December 8 – Julie Sanders 

December 9 – Dennis Dick 

December 9 – Logan Seiberling 

December 11 – Dorothy Shoemaker 

December 12 – Kenneth Burkins 

December 12 – Gregory Mitchhart 

December 14 – Valerie Clark 

December 16 – Gillian Godding 

December 16 – Ella Izenour 

December 16 – Samantha Lupo 

December 16 – Marcy Nagy 

December 18 – Deborah Ickes 

December 18 – Andrew Snowball 

December 19 – Paul Anacki 

December 19 – Carole Bader 

December 19 – Bob Nagle 

December 21 – Jennifer Bennage 

December 21 – Alex DeLuca 

December 21 – Ryan Giffels 

December 22 – Natalie Spencer 

December 24 – Lor Breyley 

December 25 – Jacob Isenhart 

December 25 – LJ Kimble 

December 26 – Jordyn Rogers 

December 27 – Heather Kubiak 

December 27 – Jacob Padget 

December 28 – Matthew Vowles 

December 29 – Jim Feeman 

December 29 – Samuel Forbes 

December 29 – Delaney Kubiak 

December 29 – Debbie Schramm 

December 30 – Daniel Detwiler 

December 30 – Sandra Plummer 
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December Worship Stewards 

Communion  
Gluten-Free Bread 

December Bakers 
 

December 1—Connie Archbold 
December 8—Stephen White 

December 15—Nevergalls 
December 22—Pat Keller 

December 24—TBA 
Decelber 25—TBA 

December 29—TBA 

If you love baking, why not bake the Communion 
Bread to use during Sunday worship?  The sign-up 

sheet and recipe can be found at the Welcome Center.   
 

 
Candles:  Marcy Nagy 

Flowers:   Pat McRowe 

Altar Care:   Elizabeth Liska 
 

 

8:30 a.m. 

Mike Ameling, Bill Bulgrin, 

Fletcher Carroll, Donna Carroll,  

Ron Nockengost, Gary Radanof,  

and Gloria Woodford 

11 a.m. 

Gregg Loesch, Fred Rieman,  

Pat McRowe and Rich Williams 

Underlined name indicates head ushers. 

Communion: 
Dec. 1, 8:30 a.m.—Donna Carroll/Gloria Woodford; 11 a.m. Joan Derrig/Susan Detwiler 

Dec. 8, 8:30 a.m.:  Marsha Asente; 11 a.m. Susan Detwiler/Joan Derrig 

Dec. 15, 8:30 a.m.:  Lesli Eisenhart; 11 a.m. Joan Derrig 

Dec. 22, 8:30 a.m.:  Sally Richenbacher; 11 a.m. Elizabeth Liska/Joan Derrig 

Dec. 24, 7 p.m.:  TBA; 10 p.m. Joan Derrig/Diann Jenkins 

Dec. 25, 9:30 a.m.:  Lesli Eisenhart 

Dec. 29, 9:30 a.m.:  Sally Richenbacher/Joan Derrig/Elizabeth Liska 
 

DATE ACOLYTES/CRUCIFERS READERS COMMUNION  ASSTS SOUND  
 

December 1 
8:30 & 11 a.m. 

8:30 a.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

11 a.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 

8:30 a.m. 

Alice Bouton 

11 a.m. 

Alexa Sandmann 

8:30 a.m. 

Stephen White, Donna Carroll,  

Alice Bouton, Sandy DeLuca 

11 a.m. 

Alexa Sandmann 

8:30 a.m. 

Fred Spencer 

11 a.m. 

Joe Moxon 

 

December 8 
8:30 & 11 a.m. 

8:30 a.m. 

Sandy DeLuca 

11 a.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED  

8:30 a.m. 

Marsha Asente 

11 a.m. 

Tom Baumgardner 

8:30 a.m. 

Pat Keller 

11 a.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

8:30 a.m. 

Mike Ameling 

11 a.m. 

Bob Ethington 

 

December 15 
8:30 & 11 a.m. 

8:30 a.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

11 a.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED  

8:30 a.m. 

Lorin Sickafoose 

11 a.m. 

Mandy Mormino 

8:30 a.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

11 a.m. 

Alexa Sandmann 

8:30 a.m. 

Dennis Dick 

11 a.m. 

Michael Wilson 

 

December 22 

8:30 & 11 a.m. 

8:30 a.m. 

Sandy DeLuca 

11 a.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

8:30 a.m. 

Donna Carroll 

11 a.m. 

Bob Foutty 

8:30 a.m. 

Donna Carroll, Fletcher Carroll 

11 a.m. 

Alexa Sandmann, Frederica Cohen 

  8:30 a.m. 

Lorin Sickafoose 

11 a.m. 

Joe Moxon 

Christmas Eve 

December 24 

7 & 10 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

10 p.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 

7 p.m. 

TBA 

10 p.m. 

TBA 

7 p.m. 

Liz Anacki, Paul Anacki 

10 p.m. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

  7 p.m. 

Bob Ethington 

10 p.m. 

Lorin Sickafoose 

Christmas Day 

December 25 
9:30 a.m. 

 

 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 

TBA 

 

Frederica Cohen 

 

TBA 

December 29 
9:30 a.m. 

 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 

Mike Ameling 

 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 

Lorin Sickafoose 



  

 

December Calendar of Events 

1 
FIRST SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 
8:30 a.m. Worship w/  

Eucharist 

10 a.m. LIFT 

11 a.m. Worship w/ 

Eucharist 

12:15 p.m. Advent 

decorating 

12:30 p.m. Orff  

Ensemble (CR) 

5 p.m. Christmas  

Concert (Sanc.) 

2 

11 a.m. Staff Meeting 

3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 
 

3 
3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

5:30 p.m. Renaissance 

Team Meeting (SL) 

7:15 p.m. Derbytown 

Chorus (FH) 

 

4 
9 a.m. TTT’s 

11 a.m. Advent Study 

(CL) 

12:15 p.m. Midweek 

Worship (Sanc.) 

3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

5:15 p.m. Lighting  

Set-up (FH) 

6 p.m. Soup Supper  

(Rm. 202) 

6:30 p.m. Advent Study 

(CL) 

5 
10 a.m. Lessons & 

Carols Set-Up (FH) 

3 p.m. LINKS (Rm. 

202) 

6:30 p.m. Trinity Bells 

7:30 p.m. Lessons & 

Carols Dress  

Rehearsal (Sanc.) 

6 
7:30 p.m. Lessons 

& Carols (Sanc. & 

FH) - LIFT  

Volunteer Activity 

 

7 
10 a.m. Stewardship 

Meeting (CL) 

10 a.m. Lessons &  

Carols Clean-Up (FH) 

 
8 
SECOND SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 
8:30 a.m. Worship w/  

Eucharist 

10 a.m. LIFT 

11 a.m. Worship w/ 

Eucharist 

4 p.m. Warriors  

Journey Home (SL) 

 

 
9 
11 a.m. Staff Meeting 

3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

5:30 p.m. Finance 

Team Meeting (SL) 

 
10 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Altar 

Guild Christmas 

Luncheon (FH) 

10 a.m. Property Team 

Meeting (SL) 

3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

6:30 p.m. Worship & 

Music Team Meeting 

(SL) 

7:15 p.m. Derbytown 

Chorus (FH) 

 

 
11 
9 a.m. TTTs 

11 a.m. Advent Study 

(CL) 

12:15 p.m. Midweek 

Worship (Sanc.) 

3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

6 p.m. Personnel Team 

Meeting (SL) 

6 p.m. Soup Supper  

(Rm. 202) 

6:30 p.m. Advent Study 

(CL) 

 
12 
3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

6:30 p.m. Trinity Bells 

7:30 p.m. Trinity 

Choir 
 

 

 
13 
 

 
14 
8:30 a.m. Men on 

A Mission (CL) 

11 a.m. DLM Food & 

Resources Open (Rm. 

100 & FH)  

3 p.m. Brass Ensemble 

(Sanc.) 

15 
THIRD SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 
8:30 a.m. Worship w/  

Eucharist 

10 a.m. LIFT 

11 a.m. Worship w/ 

Eucharist 

12:30 p.m. Orff  

Ensemble (CR) 

16 
11 a.m. Staff Meeting 

3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 
 

17 
3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

6 p.m. Council (CL) 

7:15 p.m. Derbytown 

Chorus (FH) 

 

18 
9 a.m. TTTs 

11 a.m. Advent Study 

(CL) 

12:15 p.m. Midweek 

Worship (Sanc.) 

3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

6 p.m. Soup Supper  

(Rm. 202) 

6:30 p.m. Advent Study 

(CL) 

19 

3 p.m. LINKS (FH) 

4 p.m. Girl Scouts 

(Rm. 202) 

6 p.m. Quilters (Rm. 

202) 

6:30 p.m. Trinity Bells 

7 p.m. DLM Food &  

Resources Open for 

Project RISE (Rm. 100 

& FH) 

7:30 p.m. Trinity 

Choir 

20 
 

21 
9 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study (home of Velma 

Pomrenke) 

5 p.m. Brass Ensemble 

(Sanc.) 

22 
FOURTH SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 
8:30 a.m. Worship w/  

Eucharist 

10 a.m. LIFT 

11 a.m. Worship w/ 

Eucharist 

12:15 p.m. Christmas 

Decorating (Sanc.) 

4 p.m. Warriors  

Journey Home (CL) 

23 
NO LINKS 

11 a.m. Staff Meeting 

 

24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
NO LINKS 

NO DERBYTOWN 

7 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Worship (Sanc.)  

10 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Worship 

(Sanc.) 

25 
CHRISTMAS 
CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 

9:30 a.m. Worship w/ 

Eucharist 

26 
CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 
 

28 
8:30 a.m. M&Ms (CL) 

DLM CLOSED 

29 
SINGLE SERVICE 

9:30 a.m. Worship w/  

Eucharist 

30 
11 a.m. Staff Meeting 

31 
CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSES @ 1 P.M. 

January 1, 2020 
CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 

   

       Sunday            Monday             Tuesday          Wednesday         Thursday            Friday            Saturday 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

Order a Christmas poinsettia to help decorate Holy Trinity’s altar this Christmas Eve!   

Fill out this form and place in the offering plate or bring to the Church Office.  Make your 

check out to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and mark “poinsettia” on the memo line.   

All orders must be placed by noon on Monday, December 16.  Thank you for this offering!  

You may pickup your poinsettia immediately following the 9:30 a.m. service on Wednesday, 

December 25.  The remaining poinsettias will be delivered by our Friendly Visitors to Trinity 

Members who are shut-in, hospitalized or recovering in their homes from a hospital stay. 
 

  I would like to order ________ poinsettias @  $15.00 each.  

  Please check one of the following and print clearly.     
 

  Given by___________________________ Env. #______  

  Telephone___________________ Amt. Enclosed______ 

 Complete this form and place it with your check in the offering plate. 

I give my poinsettia(s):  

          in memory of __________________________________ 

      _  in honor of ____________________________________ 

 ____  to the Glory of God. 
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Mission Statement: 

The mission of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
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through love and the word of God. 
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Altar Guild - Sophia Morton 

Archives  - Ricki Ethington 

Book Club - Diane Chambers & Amy Indorf 
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St. Bernard Hot Meals - Michael Wilson 

Ushers - Gregg Loesch 

Women’s Bible Study - Velma Pomrenke 
Vision Statement: 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church is a faith 

community grounded in God’s word, 

called to worship and committed  

to serve as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Address & Phone: 
50 N. Prospect Street 

Akron, Ohio  44304-1273 

(330) 376-5154    holytrinityakron.org 

Holy Trinity Staff 
Senior Pastor, David Nevergall 

Director of Formation, Rachel Núñez 

Director of Music Ministries,  

Ruth Anderson 

Director of Ministry Development, 

VACANT 

Vicar, Debbie Pinnegar 

Parish Secretary, Annmarie Demko 

Financial Secretary,  Jim Minisall 

Communications Coordinator,  

Sandy DeLuca 

DLM Coordinator, Darlene Anderson 

Maintenance Coordinator, Bruce Mansour 

Sextons, Vince Simmons & Eddie Hill 
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2019 Church Council 
President, Sonya Nagle 

Vice President, Alexa Sandmann 

Secretary, Marsha Asente 

Treasurer, Lesli Eisenhart 

Paul Anacki 

Ann Lawson 

Pastor David Nevergall 

Dave Tiemann 

Stephen White 


